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THE CRISIS OF MULTILATERALISM: 
LESSONS FROM THE PAST, PRESENT CHARACTERISTICS, AND FUTURE CHALLENGES
Responsible: Prof. Luca Rubini
N. hours: 20 (10 seminars/classes of 2 hours each) Where: Microsoft Teams Maximum number of participants: 25
Target audience: Students enrolled in the Bachelor programmes in Scienze internazionali e istituzioni europee (SIE) and International Politics, Law and Economics (IPLE), and in the Master programme in Relazioni internazionali (REL). Very good command of English is required as the workshop will be entirely taught in English. 
N. credits: 3: SIE and IPLE for “others formative activities” (art. 10 co. 5 lett. d. DM 270/2004); REL under “elective credits” (art. 10 co. 5 lett. a. DM 270/2004).
Objectives: The multilateral system established after the Second World War has been facing a profound crisis, calling into question its effectiveness, if not its existence. The present situation is unfolding against the backdrop of critical institutional factors that have exerted a deleterious effect on the activities of international organisations. In contrast to historical precedents, the primary actors challenging intergovernmental institutions are States that, since 1945, have made a decisive contribution to the establishment and consolidation of institutional multilateralism. There is a pervasive sentiment that international organisations should be modified to accommodate the contemporary array of States’ interests and to reflect a different balance of power between them. 
The workshop aims to offer students a comprehensive perspective. Employing a multidisciplinary approach, the workshop will enable students to understand the specific characteristics of the current crisis, the extent to which it replicates past circumstances, and how States and other actors contributed to its emergence or can contribute to its solution. In addition, the workshop will explore specific issues that are causing a stalemate in international negotiations.
Teaching organisation: The workshop includes ten seminars by Italian and foreign experts who will explore the current crisis of multilateralism from historical, political, economic and legal perspectives. Some experts teach at one of the eight universities participating in the META-UN project of the 4EU+ alliance (funded by the European Union); others come from leading international academic institutions or the world of practice. Students will be required to submit brief reaction papers in advance of three classes (3, 5, and 9) on the written work that lecturers will present in class. Participation in the lessons is compulsory, with a minimum requirement of 80%.
SCHEDULE
1. A Historical Perspective: Alexander Orakhelashvili (University of Birmingham) (7-11 April 2026) TBC
2. The sunset of the Liberal International Order: Challenges to multilateral organizations: Andrea Carati (University of Milan) (14 April 2026, 2:30 pm)
3. Disengagement from and proposals for reform of international organizations: Martina Buscemi (University of Milan) (20 April 2026, 2:30 pm)
4. The role of civil society in addressing the current challenges to multilateralism: Dorota Heidrich (University of Warsaw) (30 April 2026, 3 pm)
5. The crisis of trade multilateralism: Luca Rubini (University of Milan) (7 May 2026, 2:30 pm)
6. China, industrial policy, and the World Trade Organization: Petros Mavroidis (Columbia) (14 May 2026, 2:30 pm)
7. The economics/political economy of economic multilateralism: Miriam Edith Manchin (Politecnico and UCL) (19 May 2026, 4 pm)
8. The role of TNC: legal instruments to contain their power: Anton Zimmermann (University of Heidelberg) (26 May 2026, 3 pm)
9. Climate crisis, environmental degradation and international institutions: Giovanna Adinolfi (University of Milan) (4 June 2026, 2:30 pm) 
10. Digitisation of economy, data, and AI: Elaine Fahey (City St George London) (9 June 2026, 4 pm)

Registration: A motivation statement indicating the attended programme (SIE, IPLE, REL) and the exams undertaken thus far should be sent to prof. Luca Rubini at luca.rubini@unimi.it, until 31st March 2026. 
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